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Ch'ang drank his cup and said: "Chasing the flowers and
following the willows, I crossed the stream," Then it was the
turn of the host. Ying Po-chtieh drank his cup of wine, but
he seemed dazed and could not get out a word.

"Brother Ying," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said, "you must pay your
forfeit and drink another cup,"

"Let me think a moment," Po-chtieh said. He racked his
brains, and Hsi-mSn asked him again. "Of the glory of
Spring," he began, "a few degrees have been revealed."

Hsi-mSn Ch'ing roared with laughter. "That doesn't
include a single one of my words," he cried. "That verse
won't do. You'll have to drink two cups."

They called for Po-chtieh's story.

"Once there was a scholar on his. way to the Capital,"
Po-chtieh began. "His boat was anchored in the Yang-tsu.
At nightfall he asked the boatman to go and anchor some-
where else, for, he said, 'There are bandits in this place.'
'Where?' said the boatman. 'Don't you see that inscription
on the stone tablet there, "Bandits on the river"?' The boat-
man laughed and said: 'That isn\ "bandits on the river".
How could you make such a mistake? It^ is not "bandit" but
"poem".' 'Well,' said the scholar, 'they both look alike to

me.' "

"I don't believe any scholar would make such a mistake,"
Hsi-m6n Ch'ing said, laughing. *                 *

"Brother Ying," said Ch'ang Chih-chieh, "you must drink
ten big cups."

"Why?" said Ying Po-chtieh, astonished.

"Think for yourself," Ch'ang Chih-chieh said,

Hsi-mSn Ch'ing was reputed to be the wealthiest man in
all Shan-tung and, when Po-chtieh had spoken in his story
of the scholar's confusing the- word 'poem' for 'bandit', he
might have been taken to refer to Hsi-mfen Ch'ing, for the
word for a very wealthy man has the same sound.

Hsi-m6n Ch'ing himself had not at once sten the point,
but now he understood. Po-chtieh realised that he had made a
slip. He drank two cups of wine and asked to be forgiven.

"If you did not deserve to be punished, I would not punish
you," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said, "but you do deserve it,
cannot let you off."